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Prior to 20 July 1953 * rations for about 200 men were issuod daily &t the 
quartering buildings of the VPL headquarters in Berlin-Johannisthal. The 
former rati n strength was between 550 and 600« Personnel still stationed 
in Johannisthal included a eontingent of the guard detailj the personnol 
section; and n contingent of the rear services, The chiefs and Sfïctiob 
chiefs Kessler (fnu), Zorn (fnu), Lehv;e ss-Lit zmann (fnu), Schroeder (fnu) ?? 
and Tranke (fnu) were trans 'erred. An additional six soldiers with red 
coilar patchos were also ob erved in the quarterso Aource could not de- 
termine, however, whether tnese soldiers belonged to aii advanee dotall 
as v/as oreviously reoorte u It was rumored m ong the V?L pcrsonnel tliát the 
dinistry of the Interioror, at least, part of it would move into the 
quarterso ^ 

2 0 Betwoen 17 and 19 June 9 the VPL headquarters personnel and civi.lian emoloyees 
víere restricted to quarters Food becarae scarce 0 On 1B June, a truck loaded 
vith potatoes was overturned by tho demonstrators bofore reachíng the VPL 
ouarters* Gontin •ents of the guard detail which left on two busnes fór an 
exercise in the iiueggel raour-tains on JS June had to return to thoir qú ar~ 
ters, after glass panes in tho bus were smashed by demonstrators. All VPL 25X1 

porsonnel uere issued submohine guns 0 The guard was reinforced,, 

3* The trainlng course for foraer pilots | | 

| | was to start on 4 July 1953 was postponed*. This nteasure vas 

probably due to tho fact th it the technical persormel fron tho school at 

Kamenz, v/ho were to maintain the Tak-18s and Yak-lls, allegedly hud nct yet 

reached the reqviired status of training and, therefore, would be under Boviet 
25X1 supervision for another four woeks c Three senior lieutenants v/ho arrived ii. 

Cottbus on 1 July to tske art in the training course stated that only nine 
student pilots who vrers either beginners or fonaer fighter pilots were accept- 
ed on 23 ií ay 1953, while former pilots of multi-onginc planes and blird- 
-flying pilots, aíthough found fit, were not accepted* Informants furthor 
stated that, in addition to the nino accepted student pilots, tv;o aerviers 
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th ® fiirtsimi headqug.rtere and f'oor men frora Kamsns árfield vwroi 'iv« 
.^íicp part íe. the training eourse, The traSodng acheduie provided foi • 
t.-.'Boretxcal traíning tcgsthsr witb tfca oilots vho were rmf it fr>r ft í l i: . 5 
ind subsequent prs cticel trainlng at Itanssn», Trainlng was to be oaid<w.t- 
ud fay a training regiment dedianatí»d ifoit 500 - 


25X1A 

25X1 A 


25X1A 


25X1 A 
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4.» Tnose pilots of the three rogiraeats of the Isfc VPL DJr whc wen» to t“r 
iii0-15s were given a 12-day leave, beginning on 9 July. Ko informtt 
was available trhieh type of plana was to fae used for feralnin» purrH.se 
aiter lat<3 July.. - 1 l ' . 


5o fhe ratíar sets which had be'en mode avrílable for the Ist VPL Div wt r > 
retaraed to tfae Soviets and shipped tc Potsdam in early July. Sorae bí the 
>.»nviet fiight instructors were also withdrawn. These steos were aïlsi^etOy 
dua to economy measuros.. 3 * J 


6 , 


Previous information that the runw.ay rrats at Baatzen airfield nroved 
uiisuitable was confinaed, On tesn landings by MiG-15s„ fragmer.ts oi 
iTi.ober were torn froia the wheels as, allegodly, the interváls betwaMn 
ufce groove^. in the runway a&ts wera too large. It was said that the ï-unway 
wj oh tnese mats is servïceable onlv f-r slow aircraft. Ruiíiors in th* h«ed- 
c i:a.rters oí the Ist VPL Div sai d that the„se rcats were to be reraovedi ace! 
ivola ced by a concrete cover. 4 


ikaSSaSSÍp. Possibly, only t’ie cperations section oi” the VPL hk ad- 

cuarters was rsrevïously transferred frora Berlin-Johannisthal to CottMs 
-r r:d quartared ir. th ; forrasr Punker Kaserne outside Cottbus «d rf'íeld. 


Zo 


This training oou *«e vas previously reported c 

l J ilots of tho f ormar Gerinan Air Foree are to ait 
trained in thís course. . In the future. basic training of new VPT, piÚ'ts 
íe to be conducted by a basic pilot sehool in Kamenss, in order to' reiievs 
cf thia duty the VPL regiments. The nimerical deeignation íl 500 w vao t ee- 
viously known to be assigned to tho VPL military basic training scho| " ín 
Kamens. Following the praetioe of the former German Air Force. basir pilot 
t.-rainlng is oresumably to be oondueted by Ms sohool. 


1 Several observatioi ls vrare made indicating that the 

issuance cf modern equipment ard aircraft to the VPL is to be limi tm 
xí not s fcopped, or cancelled altógethe? because of the occurrences jr 
i? June 1953« There are further irdioations tha.t the Soviet trainiuá 
regiinent fias gerierally fulfilled its training misslon and was gain 

equipped vith At nrnsfint . the regimont is probably atítioxmá 

Mélzo w* 1 1 


jjn 


J JíSSS^SË'a. Bautsen airfield had not been reoccunied bv an «-Ir imMx 

prior to 6 July 1953* 1 1 
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